RELATIONSHIPS
ONE BELIEVER 
ONE UNBELIEVER
As the Spirit of God once again moves over the waters to bring life (Gen.l:2, Rev.17:15), there are more and more couples appearing, where one is a believer, the other is not.  Of course these relationships cannot show that of Christ and his Bride, the Church. (Eph.5:32) They can however, show the relationship between Christ and the unbeliever. Just as he showed continuous love, understanding, compassion, tenderness, faithfulness and patience towards you and I while we were still unbelievers, while we were still even his enemies, so you too, as a believing spouse, must show these attributes of Christ towards your spouse, male or female, as long as that spouse is willing to stay with you. (1Cor.7:12-13)
For you to find the joy and fulfillment, which can, and should, be found in the marriage of two true believers, you need to look to Christ. Just as God shows himself as a Father to the fatherless, so his indwelling Spirit will show himself as a Spouse to those who's human spouse is not a believer. You can, because of the Spirit's extraordinarily intimate presence and union within your very being, find the profound depths of spiritual oneness, which you didn’t think could possibly be yours. That spiritual oneness, which you know you could never have with your spouse, as long as he, or she, remains an unbeliever, you can have with Christ, to a much greater degree.
You can even find the physical, mental, emotional and intellectual oneness, which we all need, with your unbelieving spouse, because of the all enabling might and power of the indwelling Spirit. Even if your unbelieving spouse is giving you a difficult life in any way, you can find, and continuously know, the peace, joy, fulfillment, and yes, even the contentment, which the mighty Spirit of God can, and wants to give you.
The Word tells us we are to 'bear all things', and 'endure all things'. It tells us we can 'do all things in Christ who strengthens us', and we are 'more than conquerors, through Christ who loved us'. Again it says, he 'will never leave us or forsake us', and he 'will be with us always' plus it gives us many more reassuring promises.  But whom do you believe? Do you believe God's Word, or do you believe the lie of Satan, as experienced through and by the natural senses?
Abraham believed God in the most impossible of natural circumstances, and so was made right in God's eyes. He was reckoned as righteous. His natural senses would have long since told him he could not have a child by his wife Sarah, but still he believed that God was able to do what was for him, by nature, impossible.
You are a believer, are you not? That being so, you know that this same God has done the impossible - no, is continuing to do the impossible - in you, day by day. He is changing you, as well as me, little by little, from one degree of glory - the glory of Christ - to the next. He is changing you into the image and exact likeness of Christ. (2nd.Cor.3:18)
Don't misunderstand what I'm saying here. We know, because the Word of God says so, that the new nature we've been given by God is perfect, it's been "created in the likeness of God”. (Gen.1:27 & Eph.4:24)  But the old nature, the flesh, which in one sense died with Christ (Gal.2:20), yet in another sense, it is very much alive and well in the members of our physical bodies. (Rom.7:23) But if we do as Eph.4:22-24 tells us, then, walking in the new nature, we can crucify the flesh, and keep it on the cross (Gal.5:24), by putting to death its deeds in our lives, by the mighty power of the indwelling Spirit of God. (Rom.8:13, Eph.3:14-20)  This is how he, the Spirit, is changing us into the image and likeness of Jesus Christ.
Surely you believe that the God who can do such an utterly, completely and absolutely impossible thing as that, can, by a very little usage of his power, make it possible for you to live with your unbelieving spouse in such a way as to portray his love for the lost. The same love which compelled him to send the 'apple of his eye’ to Calvary in order to save a lost mankind.
Brother or sister, you don't yet know for sure if the influence of the Spirit of Christ within you will be sufficient to cause your unbelieving spouse to turn to God in repentance, but if it isn't, nothing else ever will be. Our beloved Jesus Christ knew, before he went to Calvary, before he went to hell on our behalf that only a very small number, comparatively speaking, would accept what he was going to do. Still he went, compelled by love.
If you also are compelled by God's love, you will endure, and you will show his kind of love for your spouse, deserved or not, for as long as you have opportunity.
At this juncture, I want you to read for yourself 1Cor.7:12-16 and 2nd.Cor.6:14, in conjunction with 1Cor.7:39. Read them in a few different versions if you like, and listen closely to what the Spirit is saying to you.
I will not attempt to give you an opinion here as to what God is saying. Nor will I tell you what he has told me from this passage. But I do want you to listen to the Spirit of God within you, because it is absolutely vital that you know the peace to which God has called us. (1Cor.7:15)  You can only know this peace when his truth has come to rest in your heart, so that you too can enter his rest, and remain there.
Just as I don't want you to put your trust in me, so I don't want you to put it in any human being. We can all, so easily, make mistakes.
Instead, in this, as in all areas of your life, learn to 'trust in the Lord with all of your heart and not to rely on your own understanding. In all your ways acknowledge him, and he will direct your paths'. (Pro.3:5-6)
Blessed is the man, or woman, who trusts in the Lord, whose trust is the Lord. For he, or she is like a tree planted by the water, that sends out its roots by the stream. It does not fear when heat comes, for its leaves remain green and is not anxious in the year of drought, for it does not cease to bear fruit. (Jer.17:7-8)
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